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Installation code

● Windows and macOS users

● Ubuntu Linux and WebR instructions 
https://github.com/MRCIEU/mrcieu.r-universe.dev#readme 
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Vignettes and helpfiles



Installing R packages can be painful 🤕
● Sorry to everyone who has ever had to build TwoSampleMR and its 

dependencies from source 😔 
● The pain can be real on Linux … many packages require additional system 

libraries ... sudo apt-get install …
● (Well known) CRAN provides binary R packages for Windows and macOS 

(Intel and Apple Silicon)
● (Less well known) Public Posit Package Manager provides binary R packages 

for various Linux distros … but the packages need to be on CRAN
● Some other efforts r2u, bspm, PPAs etc.



rOpenSci 🚀 R-Universe https://r-universe.dev/  

● CRAN like system for R packages on GitHub, GitLab, …
● No devtools::check() requirements

○ Requirements: file structure and DESCRIPTION file are correct (... some packages fail this!)
● Added MRC IEU R packages ... that I have seen … tell me about more
● Started adding MR and MR related packages from other authors

○ Got carried away …  currently 60 packages
○ Have sent several pull requests to fix some broken packages

● How up-to-date is this? ... Refreshed every hour (occasionally wait till 
overnight)

https://r-universe.dev/


Summary

● MRC IEU R-Universe makes GitHub R packages available in binary form (for 
the first time)

● Satisfied users

● Gives an overview of available methods for MR
● Please let me know about additional R packages


